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Career, Education, Information, Advice and Guidance  

(CEIAG)  

for Year 9 at GCSE options time  

Young people in secondary education have a range of different post-16 

pathway options open to them, but do you know what they are?   

Whilst you do not yet need to make decisions about the path you would like 

to follow after your time at The Derby High School, any choices you make 

from year 9 onwards in relation to your studies may well start to form the 

foundation of your future.    

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

This booklet will be distributed as a hard copy and also electronically to Y9 to enable access to the links through devices.  



 

    
  

How could your GCSE options influence your career path?  

  

Choosing your GCSE Options in Year 9 is an important step in your education and 

planning for your future.  

  

When choosing your options think about:  

• The subjects you enjoy at school  

• The subjects you do well in and can therefore gain good GCSE grades in  

• Any subjects you can see yourself choosing in higher education (perhaps at college or in an 

apprenticeship position)  

• Any career paths you might be thinking about at the moment  

  

It might be useful for you to know that certain Level 3 qualifications (A-levels, T-levels, BTECs etc) 

require you to have taken certain Level 2 qualifications (GCSE’s).  

  

If you are already considering your future, you might wish to do some research on college websites, to 

check if there are certain GCSE subjects you need to study in order to be able to take the next steps 

in your education journey successfully after high school.  

  

Here are four examples (this information has been taken from current college guidance);  

1. To study Level 3 Art, or a similar creative subject, it is preferred that you study Level 2 GCSE 

Art & Design, in order to have a foundational understanding of relevant topics such as 

techniques and mediums. However, a portfolio of work might also be considered.   

  

2. To study Level 3 Drama, Dance, or a similar subject, you will need to provide evidence of your 

interest and commitment to The Arts, either in or out of school, plus potentially attend an 

audition. Studying a Level 2 GCSE in these subjects as well should give you an advantage over 

other course applications, as you will again already have a foundational understanding of these 

subjects.  

  

3. To study A-level Biology, Chemistry or Physics, you will need to have studied the science 

subject at GCSE level, either through a Combined Science GCSE, or through Separate Science 

GCSEs. Last year, colleges asked for a minimum of grade 6 in the Science GCSE and for a 5/6 

in GCSE Mathematics depending on the Science A-level.  

  

4. To study BTEC Applied Science, you will need to have studied GCSE Combined Science or 

two separate sciences and achieve between grade 9 and 4. You will also need at least grade 4 

in Mathematics.   

  

Subject entry criteria for college applications may change year to year, therefore it will be important for 

you to check this information during your KS4 years so you can ensure you are on track to achieve your 

goals.  



 

  

    



 

  

    

  

  
  

    



 

  

    

  

  

    



 

  

    

  

  

    



 

  

    

  

  

    



 

  

    

  

  

    



 

 

    

  

  


